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Village  of  Holden 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  14-49-16-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  10.  This  location  is  63 
miles  southeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  14  and  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Canadian  National  Railway  Vancouver  to  Montreal. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,264  feet  Latitude  53/14  Longtitude  112/14 


3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 56°F. 
Mean  winter  temperature  - 20°F. 
Mean  yearly  temperature  - 35°F. 


4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 11.56  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 34.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 15.01  inches. 

Note:  The  above  temperature  and  precipitation  reports  are  taken  from  the  nearest 
weather  station. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Holden  district  is  underlain  by  bentonitic  shales  of  the  Bearpow 
formation.  The  Bearpaw  is  relatively  thin  at  this  location  and  is  underlain  by 
south  to  southwest  dipping  strata  of  the  Belly  River  formation. 


6.  SOIL 

Holden  is  in  the  black  soil  zone. 


Climate 

Annual  precipitation  averages  between  17  and  19  inches  and  droughts 
are  rare.  Evaporation  is  lower  and  hot  winds  are  less  frequent  than  in  the 
other  zones. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  (A)  horizon 
that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  B horizon  is 
brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Boa)  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40 
inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have 
in  their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as 
there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should 
be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
con  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming  including  the  use  of  fertilizer  when  needed, 
is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 
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7.  HISTORY 

Holden  was  named  after  J.  B.  Holden,  the  first  M.L.A.  in  the  province 
for  the  constituency. 

There  were  very  few  settlers  in  the  area  before  1902.  In  that  year  the 
federal  government  sent  out  parties  of  surveyors  and  the  land  was  divided  into 
sections  and  opened  for  homesteads.  The  railway  was  completed  between  Ed- 
monton and  Calgary  and  many  of  the  settlers  started  at  Wetaskiwin  and  either 
walked  or  rode  horseback  looking  for  the  best  place  to  locate.  The  settlers 
came  from  eastern  Canada,  British  Isles,  United  States  and  the  Ukraine.  All 
shared  in  the  hard  work  of  building  farms  and  homes.  In  the  spring  of  1903 
many  of  the  settlers  had  vegetable  gardens. 

The  first  school  teacher  of  Pleasant  Ridge,  which  is  now  Holden,  was 
Miss  Lottie  Brisbin.  Ministers  and  priests  arrived  with  the  early  settlers  and 
church  services  were  held  in  the  homes.  The  first  church  built  in  the  village 
was  a Methodist  church  (now  United),  being  built  in  1911. 

Holden  was  incorporated  as  a village  April  14,  1909. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  village  is  situated  on  flat  land  with  wide  streets,  cement  side- 
walks and  modern  stores.  The  homes  are  well  lawned  and  the  majority  hove 
well  kept  vegetable  gardens.  Recreational  and  social  life  of  the  area  is  well 
looked  after.  Movies,  bowling,  dancing  and  service  clubs  keep  the  evenings 
of  the  residents  busy  the  year  round.  Education  facilities  provide  for  grades  1 
to  12  with  five  churches  supplying  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  Aver- 
age rent  for  a fully  modern  three  bedroom  house  is  $55.00  per  month.  Eighty- 
five  percent  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a mayor  selected  from  council  and  two 
councillors,  one  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer 
administers  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must 
be  approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  regulations  comply  with  the  Alberta  Public  Health  Regula- 
tions. 


The  village  hires  one  police  constable. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  500  g.p.m.  pumper  with  500  gallon  water  tank;  1,200  feet  of  Vh 
inch  hose;  300  feet  of  Vh  inch  hose;  ladders,  coats,  boots,  axes,  bars,  etc. 

Nine  fire  hydrants  are  conveniently  located  throughout  the  village. 
The  source  of  water  is  from  a surface  lake.  The  village  has  an  elevated  tower 
with  a capacity  of  45,000  gallons  and  two  reservoirs  with  a capacity  of  70,000 
gallons.  Total  storage  capacity  is  for  115,000  gallons. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1690  Net  Assessment 

Land,  60%  of  fair  value  $ 73,970 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value  719,800 

Power  19,900 

Total  Assessment  $813,670 

Mill  Rote 

Municipal  School  Hospital 

11  37  5 

Local  improvement  tax  - 50c  per  foot  front. 


acres, 
acres, 
acres. 

Gravel  Improved  Earth 

.75 

1 

3.5 

.1  2 

Total  miles 

There  ore  three  miles  of  cement  sidewalks. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 3 miles. 

Water  mains  - 3.2  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and 
ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusively  for  residen- 
tial purposes. 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.70  gross  minimum,  subject 
to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.40  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  charge  - $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  - twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 
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Total 

.75 

1 

5.5 

2.1 

9.35 


Frontage  tax  - 20c  per  foot. 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  village  - 293 

Streets  and  lanes  - 35 

Public  parks  - 15.9 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Asphalt 

Provincial  main 
Provincial  secondary 
Streets  and  roads  2 
Lanes  and  alleys 


Total 
53  mills 


Commercial  Rates 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establish- 
ments. 


Holden  boasts  a modern  well  equipped  school. 
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Service  charge— First  kilowatt  of  installed  capacity  - $2.40  per  month. 
Each  additional  V'2  kilowatt  of  Installed  capacity  - 50c  per  month. 


Energy  charge — First  lOOKWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  - 6c 
per  KWH.  All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  - 2c  per  KWH. 


Discount  - net  rates. 

Minimum  charge  - $2.40. 

Minimum  deposit  - twice  net  minimum  charge. 
Reconnection  charge  - twice  net  minimum  charge. 


Power  Rotes 

Available  for  motors  and  commercial  heating  apparatus  in  com- 
mercial establishments. 


Service  charge — per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  - $1.00.  (One 
motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  considered  equal  to 
one  kilovolt  ampere  - KVA.) 


Energy  charge — First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c 
per  KWH.  Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3 l/3c  per  KWH. 
All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1 2/3c  per  KWH. 


Discount  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill,  with  a mini- 
mum discount  of  30c  per  month. 


Minimum  charge  - $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net,  or  the  amount  of  the  service 
charge,  whichever  is  the  greater. 


Consumer's  deposit  - $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$6.00  or,  at  the  company's  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 


Reconnection  charge  - $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  a surface  lake  which  is  dammed.  The  lake 
contains  25,000,000  gallons.  The  water  is  then  pumped  into  a 45,000  gallon 
water  tower  and  two  reservoirs  with  a total  capacity  of  70,000  gallons.  From 
there  the  water  is  pumped  into  the  water  mains. 

Commercial  Rotes 

Minimum  charge  - up  to  3,000  gallons,  $4.00  per  month. 

3.001  to  4,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $4.50  per  month. 

4.001  to  6,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.40  per  M gallons. 

6.001  to  8,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.30  per  M gallons. 

8.001  to  10,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.20  per  M gallons. 

10.001  to  12,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.10  per  M gallons. 

12.001  to  16,000  gallons  used  .per  month  - $1.00  per  M gallons. 

16.001  to  20,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .95  per  M gallons. 

20.001  to  25,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .90  per  M gallons. 

25.001  to  30,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .85  per  M gallons. 

30.001  to  35,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .80  per  M gallons. 

35.001  to  40,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .75  per  M gallons. 

All  over  40,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $ .70  per  M gallons. 

Plus  sewerage  charge  of  $5.00  to  $25.00  per  month. 


Water  Analysis 


Ports  per  Million 


Total  solids  604 

Ignition  loss  130 

Hardness  120 

Sulphates  136 

Chlorides  14 

Alkalinity  255 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  Lime  and  Magnesium 
Nitrites  Trace 

Nitrates  .5 

Iron  .1 


Remarks:  Water  is  chemically  suitable.  Soda  equals  10.02  grains  per  gallon.  It  may 
corrode  aluminum  and  harm  plants. 

17.  FUELS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Ltd. 
General  Rate  No.  1 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  - 3.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  .3c  and  the 
igross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Optional  Rote  No.  2 

Available  to  customers  on  annual  contract  whose  annual  consump- 
tion is  more  than  97,000  therms. 
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Fixed  charge  - $100.00  per  month,  plus  commodity  charge  - 2.3c  per 

therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $100.00. 

When  accounts  ore  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  shall  be  increased  by  .2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Optional  High  Load  Factor  Rate  No.  3 

(a)  General  Service 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion of  gas  is  more  than  100,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption  during 
the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  September 
and  October,  is  not  less  than  40%  of  their  total  consumption  during  the  con- 
tract year. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month,  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  maxi- 
mum 12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  - 1.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - fixed  charge. 

(b)  Special  Service 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  who  are  located  adja- 
cent to  and  served  directly  from  the  main  transmission  lines  serving  the 
integrated  system,  or  from  the  Edmonton  high  pressure  loop  and  whose  annual 
consumption  is  more  than  2,750,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption  during 
the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  September 
and  October,  is  not  less  than  40%  of  their  total  consumption  during  the  con- 
tract year. 

Fixed  charge  - 8c  per  month  per  therm  of  maximum  24  hour  demand. 
Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  - 1.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - fixed  charge. 


A view  of  a spacious  and  modern  residential  area. 
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The  maximum  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas  in  therms 
delivered  in  any  consecutive  12  hours  in  Rate  3(a)  or  any  24  hours  in  Rate  3(b) 
during  the  current  billing  period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as 
determined  by  the  company  by  measurment.  The  maximum  demand  of  a 
new  consumer  of  gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  company. 

General  Conditions  Affecting  Rate  No.  2 and  No.  3 

These  rates  are  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  con- 
tinue from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party 
at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice 
of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall 
cease  and  determine, 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°F. 

100  lb.  cylinder  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 16c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 5,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

Winter  grade  - 17.2c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 16,2c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 12,000  gallons, 

20.  COAL 

None  used. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cereals,  coarse  grains,  dairy  products,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs, 
poultry  and  eggs,  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  agency, 
liquor  vendor. 

Municipal 

Village  office,  committee  room,  secretary-treasurer,  utility  foreman, 
police  department,  fire  hall. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Holden  is  included  in  the  Tofield  Hospital  Unit.  There  is  no  hospital 
in  the  village.  The  nearest  hospital  is  at  Tofield,  20  miles  west.  The  Vegreville 
Health  Unit  calls  monthly  with  a staff  of  one  doctor,  one  full  time  nurse,  one 
full  time  stenographer  and  a sanitary  inspector. 

Other  Health  Services 

1 resident  doctor,  M.D. 

1 drug  store.  - 

1 veterinarian  calls  as  required. 

1 funeral  parlor  agent.  . ■ ' 
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SERVICES 

of  Establishments 

1 

2 calling  weekly 
2 
2 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  National  Railways  - daily. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coach  - daily. 

Truck  - daily  to  Edmonton. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL 

(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No. 

Public  Accountants 
Barristers  and  Lawyers 
Beauty  Parlors 
Barbers 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Holden  Herald  - weekly,  published  in  Edmonton  by  Edmonton  Sun. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  National  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  post 
office,  nearest  radio  station  - Edmonton  (CJCA,  CFRN,  CHED,  CBX,  CKUA, 
CHE  A).  Nearest  television  station  - Edmonton  (CFRN). 


One  of  the  churches  which  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community 
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28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rotes  Licensed 

B.  5c  R.  Hotels  Ltd.  16  $2.50  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

United,  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran,  Greek  Catholic,  Evangelical  United 

Brethern. 


32.  LODGES 

Masonic,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade,  Elks,  Royal  Purple,  Canadian  Legion;  Ladies  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion. 


34.  SOCIETIES 

Home  and  School  Association,  Curling  Association. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  village  schools  are  part  of  the  County  of  Beaver  No.  9.  Grades  1 
to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Drama,  Typing, 
Art,  French,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Pupils  No.  of  Teachers 

Elementary 

1 - 

6 

287 

10 

Junior  High 

7 - 

9 

143 

6 

High 

10  - 

12 

84 

5 

Special 

3 

514 

24 

THEATRES  AND  HALL 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Community  Hall 

380 

yes 

yes 

Masonic  Hall 

100 

no 

no 

Legion  Hall 

50 

no 

yes 

Paragon  Theatre 

375 

no 

no 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  library  in  the  village. 

One  local  band  - 40  members,  including  majorettes. 
One  five-piece  orchestra. 

Drama  at  school. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Boys 

Calf  Club 
Navy  Cadets 
4-H  Club 


Girls 

C.G.I.T. 

Calf  Club 
4-H  Club 
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39.  SPORTS 

Baseball,  hockey,  curling,  softball. 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  three  sheets  natural  ice. 

Open  air  hockey  and  skating  rink. 

Playgrounds  for  children. 

Sports  area  with  baseball  diamond. 

School  grounds  for  playgrounds. 

40.  FAIRS 

Annual  Sports  Day  - June. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Cenotaph  - commemorating  the  dead  of  World  Wars  1 and  2. 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Alberta  Poultry  Marketers  Ltd.,  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  U.F.A.  Co-op  Oil  Distributors. 

43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


"O  © 

JS  .S 


Accountants  .... 
Auctioneers  ... 

Banks  

Barbers  

Beauty  Parlors 


Books  & Stationery  . 

Blacksmiths  

Building  Contractors 
Butchers  


Cartage  Delivery  

Clothing  (Women's)  ., 
Cold  Storage  Locker 
Creameries  


o a,  o S 

S J 0 % 

S 2 2 g 

(2 


1 (plus  1 calling) 

see  drug  store 


1 — 


2 — 

1 — 


3 to 
■O  © 

c c 


Grain  Elevators 
Groceries  


Hardware 


Implements  (Farm) 
Insurance  


Law  Offices  

Livestock  Buying 

Station  

Lumber  Yards  .... 


Oil  Distributors 


II 

to 

M 

5 


5 £ 

£ u D 
Ho  to 

TJ  3 -2 

2 g 2 O 

^ fS 

(total  cap. 
580,000  bus.) 


1 — 


2 — 


calling 


3 — 


Doctors  

Drugs  

Dry  Cleaners 
Dry  Goods  ... 


Egg  Grading  Stations 
& Poultry  Buying  .... 
Electrical  Appliances 
Electrical  Contractors 

Feed  Grinding  Mill  .... 
Funeral  Parlors  


Garages  and 
Service  Stations 
General  Stores  


1 — 
1 — 
calling 
3 — 


— 1 


— 3 


2—2 
see  hardware 


1 (agent  only) 


5 — — 

4 _ „ 


Pool  Rooms  .. 
Propane  Gas 
Distributor  .... 


Radio  Repairs 
Restaurants  ... 


Seed  Cleaning  Plant 
Sporting  Goods  


— — Theatres 


Veterinaries 


Welding  and 
Machine  Shops 


1 1 


2 2—2 

4 — — 4 

see  hardware 

1 calling 

2 2 2 2 
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44.  SITES 

Ideal  industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  the 
village  at  reasonable  rates.  These  lots  can  be  served  with  all  utilities. 

Vacant  Buildings 

One  implement  display  building  (50'x60),  not  modern. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Mixed  farming  predominates  in  the  Holden  district.  In  1950,  approxi- 
mately one-third  of  farm  cash  income  was  obtained  from  the  sale  of  grain 
and  cattle  respectively.  Hog  receipts  made  up  about  one-fifth  and  dairy  product 
sales  accounted  for  10%  of  cash  income. 

The  average  size  of  farm  in  1958  comprised  456  acres.  Sixty-one  per- 
cent of  the  farmers  owned  all  the  land  operated  and  28%  were  part  owners. 
Most  of  the  improved  land  is  about  equally  divided  among  wheat,  oats,  barley 

and  summerfallow.  Ten  acres  were  devoted  to  improved  pasture  and  20  acres 
to  fodder  crops.  Cattle  raising  comprised  the  most  important  livestock  enter- 
prise, with  hog  production  second.  There  is  little  interest  in  sheep  raising. 

According  to  the  last  census,  there  are  1.1  tractor,  .6  farm  trucks  and 
A grain  combines  per  farm  in  the  Holden  area.  Fifty-four  percent  of  all  forms 
are  electrified 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 12  miles.  , 

West  - 5 miles. 

South  - 20  miles. 

East  - 12  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  (1956  census)  - 3,693. 

Village  population  (1956  census)  - 544. 

Village  population  (Dec.  31,  1959)  - 554. 
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